
 
Group Discussion Guide 
Long Story Short Week 3: Galatians 1:11-19 	
Big Idea: Your story matters because you matter to Jesus. 
 
Leader Note: You’ll notice several of these leader notes throughout the guide. 
These don’t have to be read out loud. But you can if they’re helpful. They are 
simply here to help you navigate discussion with a little extra knowledge or helpful 
tips. If I can help you with anything before group, please feel free to get a hold of 
me! You can easily contact me at daniel@fcc-online.org  
 

ICEBREAKER: (5 MIN) 
• Question: During Long Story Short, we’ve reviewed the narrative arch of 

scripture all 3 weeks. Which movement of the story have you learned the 
most about? Which do you still have questions about?  

o (Leader Note: If it helps, we have the narrative arch below, with a 
short description of each movement.) 

 
Creation: God Created Everything 

Crash: We made a mess  

Choices: We can’t fix this on our 
own 
Climax: God steps in for us 

Church: Now we’re part of the 
solution 
Conclusion: The best is yet to 
come 
 

 



CONNECT: (5 MIN) 
• Say this: The best stories are the ones that we experienced first-hand. It’s 

easier for us to tell a story about what happened to us then it is to recount 
the events of someone else’s life. Plus, our stories get even better when they 
are about something impactful. So, shouldn’t the story of our faith be shared 
with great passion and excitement? The Apostle Paul’s own story is an 
example for how each of us can prepare to share our journey of faith. 

• Connect Question: If you could choose your 15 minutes of fame to brad 
about, what personal story would you choose? 

 

STARTERS: (10-15 MIN) 
• Read: Galatians 1:11-14 

• Question: How does it make you feel once you realize that a man who wrote 
nearly half the New Testament has a backstory like this? 

• Question: Why is Paul’s backstory of religious zeal such a big part of his 
story? 

• Read: Galatians 1:15-19 

• Question: How does Paul’s encounter with Jesus begin to change things in 
his life? 

o (Leader Note: He develops a new purpose for his life… preaching to 
the Gentiles (the non-Jewish). He also develops a new set of friends... 
the Apostle Cephas (Peter) and James, Jesus’ brother.) 

• Question: How does Paul’s story lend him credibility when talking to other 
people about his faith? 

 

DISCOVER: (30 MIN) 
• Question: On Sunday, we talked about how Christianity started because of 

an event – Jesus living, dying, and rising from the dead – not from the text of 
the Bible itself. Why is this subtle shift important to understand? 

o (Leader Note: The Bible is infused with God’s authority and inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, BUT the event of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection is 
where the true power of the story comes from) 

• Question: Why do you think it was possible for Christianity to spread so 
rapidly in its early years, even without a unified Bible for several hundred 
years? 

o (Leader Note: There are lots of opinions here, but one observation is 
that the presence of God’s Spirit within the Church is the true source 
of our power as a movement.) 

• Say This: Paul was literally blinded by an encounter with Jesus in real life. 
After that his life radically changed. This is a bit of that story: 

• Read: Acts 9:17-22 

• Question: How do the people around Saul/Paul respond to all of the change 
in his life? 



• Question: It’s obvious that not everyone has a physical encounter with 
Christ. What does an “encounter with Christ” look like for someone with a 
less sensational experience? 

o (Leader Note: This would be a great time to help your group 
understand that regardless of how sensational or miraculous their 
story is, their story deeply matters to God.) 

• Question: If you’re comfortable sharing, what was your life like before and 
after you had an encounter with Jesus? 

o (Leader Note: If anyone decides to share their story here, help your 
group give their undivided attention to that person. We need to 
display in our own actions that our stories matter.) 

 

RESPOND/PRAYER: (15 MIN)  
• Question: Who is someone in your life that you believe God has uniquely 

positioned you to impact because of your unique story? 
• Prompt: “Who did you B.L.E.S.S. this week?  

o (Leader Note: If needed, explain the idea of B.L.E.S.S. to your group. 

Refer to the cheat sheet at the bottom of the discussion guide).  

• Prompt: Pray that God would open our eyes to see the people who He wants 
us to B.L.E.S.S. where we live work and play. 	

• Prompt: Spend time sharing prayer requests.	
	

WRAP UP:   
• Say this: Our stories matter because we matter to Jesus. When we share our 

stories, we help people see that the real events of the Good News – Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection – have a real impact on real people in real life. 
Your story matters. It’s our hope that as you continue to dwell on your story, 
God will open doors for you to share your Jesus story and be a blessing to 
others.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST Groups B.L.E.S.S. Updates 
 
At FIRST, our groups exist to help us grow in our relationship with God and each 
other. But for what? Why does God want us to grow? We are convicted that God 
wants to use the strength and community of our groups, to bless the people where 
we live work and play. Especially the people we know who do not have a 
relationship with God. This is how we’ll fulfill the Jesus Mission to “go and make 
disciples” (Matt 28-18-20).  
 
As groups, we want to intentionally “B.L.E.S.S.” people each week.1 What do we 
mean by that?  
   
B – Begin with prayer: We will pray for the people where we live work and play. 
 
L – Listen: We will intentionally listen to the people in our lives where we live work 
and play. 
 
E – Eat: We will share meals with the people where we live work and play.  
 
S – Serve: We will respond to the needs we discover among the people where we 
live, work, and play.   
 
S – Story: We will share the story of Jesus and what He is doing in our lives with 
the people where we live work and play. 
 
So in your group:  

• Start every prayer time by asking, “who did you B.L.E.S.S. this week?”  
• Write down what each of your group members say, and follow up week by 

week.  
• ENCOURAGE: This is not meant to shame, but to empower us to take 

intentional steps to be a blessing. If all else fails, you can encourage timid or 
nervous group members to start by intentionally praying for God to open 
doors for them to be a blessing (Colossians 4:2-3) 

• Continue to share personal prayer requests and praises.  
 
This subtle shift in times of prayer can lead to a massive impact over time. Thanks 
for helping your group grow and be a blessing! 
 

																																																								
1	This	B.L.E.S.S.	acronym	was	originally	developed	as	a	church	resource	by	Dave	Ferguson.	
https://smile.amazon.com/Discover-Your-Mission-Dave-
Ferguson/dp/0983086486/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1539805578&sr=8-
1&keywords=discover+your+mission+now		


