
 
Group Discussion Guide 

I Love My Community Week 2: Nehemiah 2:1-10 

Big Idea: Our impact cannot happen in the circle of our comfort. 

 

Leader Note: You’ll notice several of these leader notes throughout the guide. These don’t have to be 

read out loud. But you can if they’re helpful. They are simply here to help you navigate discussion 

with a little extra knowledge or helpful tips. If I can help you with anything before group, please feel 

free to get a hold of me! You can easily contact me at daniel@fcc-online.org  

 

Leader Resource: The Bible Project does a great review of the book of Nehemiah (and Ezra) here: 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/ezra-nehemiah/ - We encourage you to take 8 minutes to check 

out this video and share it with any of your group leaders looking to dive deeper into God’s Word. 

 

ICEBREAKER: (5 MIN) 
• Question: What is the most difficult job you’ve ever worked? And why? 

 

CONNECT: (5 MIN) 
• Say this: To experience heartbreak is painful. Having an unshakable heartache can feel 

intolerable. The burden can become our purpose in life, our motivation to respond, or our 

reason to change the world around us. What if the aching in our heart is more than heartburn? 

What if the burn is what our heart yearns for? The restoration of our communities and people 

is one of God’s burning passions. Is it yours? 
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• Connect Question: What are some examples of things that tend to stir people to compassion? 

Why do you think these things draw those emotions out of us? 

 

STARTERS: (10-15 MIN) 
• Read: Nehemiah 2:1-5 

• Question: Why would it have been such a great risk for Nehemiah to express his desire to 

return to Jerusalem? 

o (Leader Note: There is no way of knowing how a king would respond. If he would be 

gracious or if he would be angry is hard to tell.) 

• Question: Nehemiah seems to have an immediate answer for the king? What does this say 

about Nehemiah’s vision for his community? 

o (Leader Note: Nehemiah had obviously taken to heart the needs of his community and 

was ready to ask for what was needed when he had the opportunity.) 

• Question: What was Nehemiah giving away in order to return to Jerusalem? 

o (Leader Note: His position of prestige as the cupbearer to the king was a rare honor. 

He was giving up comfort and authority for danger and hard work.) 

 

DISCOVER: (30 MIN) 
• Read: Nehemiah 2:6-9 

• Question: Nehemiah’s request seems improbable to be granted. What does that say about 

God’s role in the story? 

o (Leader Note: God is capable of working in and through people and situations of all 

kinds in order to accomplish His will.) 

• Question: Have you ever needed God to come through for you in a situation that seemed 

bleak or impossible? What was that like? 

• Question: Nehemiah had the presence of mind to ask for protection for his journey back to 

Jerusalem. Why did Nehemiah need this protection? 

o (Leader Note: The city was without walls, and had been in ruins for a long time. 

Jerusalem and Nehemiah’s co-laborers would have need tangible protection for 

enemies and danger in the region.) 

• Question: Why do you think God would allow someone serving him and blessing people to 

encounter danger along the way? 

• Read: Nehemiah 2:10 

• Question: It seems like Nehemiah’s plans aren’t happening without opposition. Why do you 

think anyone would oppose Nehemiah’s good work? 

o (Leader Note: Perhaps the adversaries were concerned that they would lose grip on 

the power balance in the region. Or maybe they just disliked the Israelite people in 

principle.) 



 

(Respond & prayer prompts on next page) 

 

RESPOND/PRAYER: (15 MIN)  
• Reread Nehemiah 2:1-3 

• Question: What in the community where you live breaks your heart like Nehemiah’s was 

broken for Jerusalem? 

• Prompt: Pray that God would allow our hearts to break for what breaks His in our 

communities. 

• Prompt: Pray that God would give us opportunities to be in proximity to people that are 

hurting to share His love. 

• Prompt: Spend time sharing prayer requests. 

 

WRAP UP: (OPTIONAL)  

• So, the question for us today is this: what would your story look like on the way to stepping up 

and out of your comfort zone to impact your community? What would your story look like if 

you decided to act on the things that break your heart?  And ultimately, are we willing to step 

outside of our circle of comfort? 

 

 

 

 

 


	Leader Note: You’ll notice several of these leader notes throughout the guide. These don’t have to be read out loud. But you can if they’re helpful. They are simply here to help you navigate discussion with a little extra knowledge or helpful tips. If...
	Leader Resource: The Bible Project does a great review of the book of Nehemiah (and Ezra) here: https://thebibleproject.com/explore/ezra-nehemiah/ - We encourage you to take 8 minutes to check out this video and share it with any of your group leaders...
	ICEBREAKER: (5 MIN)
	CONNECT: (5 MIN)
	STARTERS: (10-15 MIN)
	 Read: Nehemiah 2:1-5
	 Question: Why would it have been such a great risk for Nehemiah to express his desire to return to Jerusalem?
	o (Leader Note: There is no way of knowing how a king would respond. If he would be gracious or if he would be angry is hard to tell.)
	 Question: Nehemiah seems to have an immediate answer for the king? What does this say about Nehemiah’s vision for his community?
	o (Leader Note: Nehemiah had obviously taken to heart the needs of his community and was ready to ask for what was needed when he had the opportunity.)
	 Question: What was Nehemiah giving away in order to return to Jerusalem?
	o (Leader Note: His position of prestige as the cupbearer to the king was a rare honor. He was giving up comfort and authority for danger and hard work.)
	DISCOVER: (30 MIN)

