
 
Group Discussion Guide 

I Love My Community Week 1: Nehemiah 1:1-11; 2 Peter 3:9 

Big Idea: We recognize the community God intends when our hearts break. 

 

Leader Note: You’ll notice several of these leader notes throughout the guide. These don’t have to be 

read out loud. But you can if they’re helpful. They are simply here to help you navigate discussion 

with a little extra knowledge or helpful tips. If I can help you with anything before group, please feel 

free to get a hold of me! You can easily contact me at daniel@fcc-online.org  

 

Leader Resource: The Bible Project does a great review of the book of Nehemiah (and Ezra) here: 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/ezra-nehemiah/ - We encourage you to take 8 minutes to check 

out this video and share it with any of your group leaders looking to dive deeper into God’s Word. 

 

ICEBREAKER: (5 MIN) 

• Question: If you could move anywhere tomorrow with all your friends and family, where 

would you choose and why? 

 

CONNECT: (5 MIN) 

• Say this: When we look around our communities, we can see woundedness and brokenness. A 

better community doesn’t just happen.  Wishful thinking can't stand on its own. It requires this 

burden for change and the motivation to be a catalyst, but most of all it starts with a heart for 

our community.  
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• Connect Question: What do you think makes the difference between someone tolerating 

where they live, and actually loving where they live?  

STARTERS: (10-15 MIN) 

• Read: Nehemiah 1:1-4 

• Question: Nehemiah’s heart broke for what was wrong in Jerusalem. What was wrong and 

why did that matter so much? 

o (Leader Note: A city in the ancient near east with a broken-down walls was susceptible 

to raiders and enemy attacks. It was truly a matter of life and death.) 

• Question: What issues in the communities where you “live, work and play” break your heart 

like Nehemiah’s? 

• Question: When we have calloused hearts toward our communities, how does that affect our 

ability to love our communities and the people in them?  

 

DISCOVER: (30 MIN) 

• Read: Nehemiah 1:5-11 

• Question: Why is it important that we recognize our own sin and confess it before God as we 

go about loving and serving our communities? 

• Question: Why must prayer be central to any revitalization and growth that we desire to see 

in our communities? 

o (Leader Note: Our motives and efforts are fallen apart from God’s guidance and help. 

In prayer, we give Him permission to reorient our hearts and actions toward our 

communities. And ultimately, we need His help to accomplish anything for His glory.) 

• Question: Why is it so important to remember God’s faithfulness in the past when we’re 

partnering with Him to love and serve our communities? 

o (Leader Note: God loves our communities more than us. It’s important to remember 

how He’s come through for our communities before to recognize He wants to bless 

and reach the our communities.) 

• Question: Think about the way Jesus allowed His heart to be moved for people. How can we 

follow Jesus’ example and the heart He has for people? 

o (Leader Note: We alluded to these passages this past weekend… Luke 19:41-42, John 

11:35-56, Matthew 9:36.) 

• Question: If we want to love our communities in a way that honors God, why does it have to 

start with the transformation of our hearts? 

• Read: 2 Peter 3:9  

• Question: When we recognize that God is patient with everyone—wanting everyone to know 

Him—how should this change our hearts for people? 

 

RESPOND/PRAYER: (15 MIN)  



• Question: Think about where you live, work, and play. Is there a specific place in your day-to-

day life that you sense God opening your heart to serve and love? 

• Prompt: Pray that God would soften our hearts to see our communities the way He sees 

them. 

• Prompt: Spend time sharing prayer requests. 

WRAP UP: (OPTIONAL) When we see the world as God sees it, it should break our hearts. If our hearts 

break, like God’s heart breaks, it should move us to act in our world. So, may our eyes see as God 

sees, may our hearts feel what God feels, and may our hands do as God’s hands would do. 
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