
 
Message Discussion Guide 

 
Different Series | Week 1| Be Different 
Main Text: Titus 1:5-16 
Big Idea: Because of Jesus, we are called to be different.  
 
Group Leaders: 
This week we are starting a new three-week series that leads us through 
the Book of Titus. Following Jesus calls us to be different by taking a 
different approach to one’s beliefs, actions, and purpose. We will look at 
how we are called to live differently because we have a different truth to 
live by, and that truth gives us purpose. Remember to have conversations 
with your group about using the Go Truck to serve the community. We also 
want to begin reaching out to Wiley Elementary School to impact the 
community there.  
 
Opener: 

• Question: What is truth? Is truth different for everyone?  
• Question: In what ways is the Church (Big C Church) different from 

the World?  
• Question: What is your favorite thing about Fall?  
• Question: Was there a passage or takeaway that stood out to you 

from today’s message? Explain. 
 
Connect: 

• Say This: We live in a world of many “truths”. We are constantly 
bombarded with different truths trying to get us to believe that their 
truth is what we should live our lives by.  

o Connect Discussion: Can you give an example of a “truth” 
that you live your life by? 

§ (Leader Note: This could be anything from the type of 
toothpaste you use to your family traditions.) 

o Connect Question: How do you discern what is true and what 
isn’t?  

o Connect Question: Are you aware of how your “truths” set the 
course for your life?   
 

 
Read Titus 1:5-9 



 
Say This: Paul wrote this letter to Titus, but he also knew that it would be 
read before the Christians in Crete. Paul had the credentials to address 
important issues and express it with blunt truth. He didn’t stretch the truth to 
please what people may have wanted to hear. Crete was an area that 
needed Christian leadership and a truth that would help adjust the things 
they were lacking.  

• Group Discussion: Looking at the list of qualifications for leadership 
in Crete what stands out more: a person’s gifts, talents, or character?  

o Question: Why do you believe character plays such a huge 
role in Christian leadership?  

o Question: Is the character of a person seen as an important 
quality in today’s Church (Big C) leadership?   

 
Read Titus 1:6-9 (again and ask your group to pay close attention to 
the list of qualifications.) 
 
Say This: This is the truth that Titus is tasked with as he looks for 
leadership in the church.  

• Question: Looking at this list what stands out to you and why? 
• Question: Is there anything on this list that you think is too much to 

ask of a person? 
o (Leader Note: We aren’t looking to start any arguments here. 

People in your group have had various experiences with 
Church leadership. We want them to see that Paul had a 
purpose. He knew that in order for the church to be healthy it 
had to be led by the Truth.) 

 
Say This: Paul understood that the standards for leaders in the Church 
would become the standard for all who wanted to follow Jesus. It all starts 
with what we believe. We all want to be led by leaders who live by the truth 
of God’s word.  
 
Read Titus 1:10-16 
 
Say This: We will encounter people who do not want to submit to the truth 
and authority of God. God has established a truth for our lives, and this is 
to be lived out in our homes, churches, workplaces, and communities. The 
truth gives us a firm foundation to stand on. As we submit to God’s truth, 



our obedience will be evident in all aspects of our lives. Truth gives us 
freedom to live out our purpose, it doesn’t keep us in bondage.  
 
Discover: 
 
Say This: We all have “truths” that we live by. Truths based on our 
experiences, other people’s experiences, the Bible, etc. To help others find 
what they are looking for we have to have a firm understanding of God and 
His truth.   

 
• Question: Is the simple account of Jesus and the Cross sufficient 

enough for you?  
o (Leader Note: We want our group members to understand that 

Jesus as our foundation is more than enough.) 
• Question: Why do you think some church leadership has tried to add 

and take away from this simple truth of grace being enough for us?   
o (Leader Note: Help your group to keep in mind that grace calls 

us to respond to truth. Grace changes our hearts and minds to 
live in accordance to the truth we have discovered. Yes, we are 
saved by grace, but grace moves us to respond in faith.) 

 
• Question: Is it easy or hard for you to let go of past “truths” once you 

have a deeper knowledge and understanding of God’s truth for you? 
 
Say This: When it comes to God’s truth being shared, we are warned to 
make sure that these false “truths” are not being taught. False doctrine will 
push its way into our belief system if we don’t guard ourselves. When we 
see God’s truth being used for dishonest gain, we should address it in a 
Biblical way.  
 (Leader Note: 1 Timothy 1:4) 
 
Application: 
Say This:  Our character as Christians is so important because it reflects 
the truth that we claim to believe. When we look at the church as a whole, 
we have seen this play out. Most of us can think of a church leader whose 
character did not match the truth they claimed to live.  
 

• Question: How does it affect you when you see/hear that a church 
leader did not live out the truth they were claiming to live by?  



 (Leader Note: No one is perfect, not even our church leaders. There 
are opportunities to extend grace and reconcile leaders when they have 
fallen short, if they are willing to repent. 1Corinthians 3:10-11 The point 
that your group members should see here is: Where do they find their 
truth? Is their foundation in Jesus and His word? Are they actively seeking 
out the truth and how it applies to their lives, or are they ok with being 
spoon feed the truth by someone else?) 
 
 
Say This: As Christians we have a responsibility to pursue the truth. We 
need to gain an understanding and knowledge of God so that when false 
teachings come against us, we are ready to stand firm.   

• Question: What tools/resources/things do you use to grow deeper in 
your understanding and knowledge of the truth?   

• Question: How can we make sure that the words that we speak 
about Truth are aligned with what people actually see in our lives?  
 

Wrap It Up 
• Say This: We can be different from this world when we know, 

understand, and submit to God’s truth. Ultimately, our beliefs become 
our internal compass for making decisions and living them out. No 
matter how much you claim something, your life and actions will 
follow the truth north of your compass/beliefs. 
  

• Challenge: Meditate on where you compass is pointing. Spend time 
in prayer asking God to help you discover His truth in your life.  

 
• Reminder: GO TRUCK. Join us as we go through our Daily 

Devotions in this “Different” series.  
 

Prayer: Close in prayer with your group. 
 
Resources:  

• fcc-online.org, exploregod.com, bibleproject.com, gotquestions.com  
 
 


